Maine Coalition for Housing and Quality Services


Joint meeting with SMACT!  

Meeting Agenda – 
November 2, 2012 **1-3pm**
Location:  **DHHS, 161 Marginal Way, Conference Rooms A & B, Portland** 
Enter the building and head left.  Follow the hallway to Rooms A and B.  Don’t go to waiting area on right! 

I. 1pm – Welcome, pizza, social networking.
This meeting will continue a broad discussion, including context, of how we came to this crisis of current and impending lack of funds for services and housing in Maine, and what parents, providers, DHHS, Special Education, and the Council on Transition can and are doing about it.  The major focus will be on transition, and the state’s budget, advocacy, resources, and implementing a new Continuum of Care so that housing and service needs are met for everyone, and true community inclusion occurs.  This will be the first joint meeting of the Coalition with the Southern Maine Advisory Council on Transition (SMACT).
II. 1:10pm 
a. Review agenda
b. Review/Accept minutes
c. Introductions
d. About SMACT

e. About Maine Coalition for Housing and Quality Services

III. 1:20pm – Featured Speaker:  Wendy Allen, Parent.  Wendy will present a history of Transition Services in Maine.  

IV. Also featured:  Alan Kurtz, Coordinator of Autism and Education, Center for Community Inclusion and Disability Studies, University of Maine.  Alan will briefly present on some out of the box successes families have had overcoming obstructions and allowing effective transitions to independence.  This is a teaser presentation as Alan will be back with more time in January as we continue the discussion about transition in Maine.
V. 2:15pm – SMACT/Coalition Collaborative Discussion on Transition.

VI. 2:25pm – Housing and Services Focus Areas/Updates
a. DHHS Funding and Section 21/Section 29 Waiting List Update – Karen Mason, Program Manager of Developmental Services, Office of Aging and Disability Services
b. Legislature/Federal Funding Report – Draft Bill to Maine Legislature
c. Housing Funding Update 
d. Outreach to parents of younger children update

e. Section 8 Campaign Update 
f. Coalition Website Update – www.maineparentcoalition.org 
g. SMACT Update
h. Other updates – Office of Advocacy Transition to DRC update – Jodie Benvie
VII. 2:45pm – Update on the DD/ID Continuum of Care – Progress so far and next steps toward implementation.  
VIII. 2:55pm – Other business, announcements, and Agenda for next Coalition meeting
Next meeting:  Monday, December 10, 2012 12-2pm, 307 Cumberland Avenue, Portland.  
Featured Speaker:  Jan Breton, Director of Special Services, Maine Department of Education.
Unless otherwise decided:  All Coalition meetings are the second Monday of the month from 12-2pm at 307 Cumberland Avenue in Portland.
c/o Community Housing of Maine 309 Cumberland Avenue, Suite 203

 Portland, Maine 04101 207-879-0347 cullen@chomhousing.org
www.maineparentcoalition.org   


