Maine Coalition for Housing and Quality Services


Meeting Agenda  
March 9, 2015 12:00-2pm
307 Cumberland Avenue, Portland AND via VSee at UCP of ME Elizabeth Levinson Center, Bangor 159 Hogan Road, (207) 941-2952; Messalonskee High School, Oakland 131 Messalonskee Drive, (207) 465-4990; John F. Murphy Homes, Auburn 800 Center Street, (207) 782-2726; Waban, Sanford, 5 Dunaway Drive, (207) 324-7955
I. 12:00pm – Welcome, pizza, social networking
This meeting will continue a broad discussion, including context, of how we came to this crisis of current and impending lack of funds for services and housing in Maine, and what parents, relatives, people with intellectual and developmental disabilities, advocates, service providers, DHHS, Special Education, and the experts on Transition can and are doing about it.  The major focus will be information sharing and discussion about transition, employment, services that work, housing, the state’s budget, advocacy, and resources.  This meeting will also focus on seeing through the implementation of a new Continuum of Care so that housing and service needs are met for everyone, and true community inclusion occurs.  
II. 12:10pm 
a. Review agenda

b. Review/Accept minutes

c. Introductions 
III. 12:15pm Featured Speakers:  

Gary Wolcott, Acting Director, DHHS Office of Aging and Disability Services.  Topic:  Meet and greet, what is in the future for DHHS, and hearing from the Coalition.  The meeting will also feature 
Cindy Lynch-McNett, RN and parent of a special needs adult.  Topic:  Advocating for coverage of preventive dental care for MaineCare recipients of Section 21 and 29 services.  The meeting will also feature 
Kim Fulmer Humphrey, MPH, Public Health Advocate/Consultant and parent of a son with autism.  Topic:  Discussion and feedback regarding the proposed Home and Community Based Waiver (HCBW) changes.
IV. 1:30pm – Housing and Services Focus Areas/Updates  

a. DHHS Adult Services Funding and Section 21/Section 29 Waiting List Update – Karen Mason, Program Manager, Developmental Services, Office of Aging and Disability Services.  Karen will also update the Coalition on progress toward everyone receiving at least a Section 29 Waiver vs. the cliff of no services.  (This will be a standing agenda item.)  
b. State Legislature Report – Mary Lou Dyer or Charlene Kinnelly, MACSP, and Representative Peter Stuckey 
c. Developmental Services Stakeholders Continuum of Care Implementation Meeting – Progress so far and next steps toward implementation.  
d. Blueprint for Effective Transition – Progress so far and next steps.
e. Housing and Federal Funding Update – Continued effects of sequestration, FY 15 Federal budget for housing (HUD) programs, the President’s FY 16 Budget Request, and the Governor’s Proposed Biennial Budget, and the awarding of HUD 811 funds to Maine for housing people with disabilities.  
i. DHHS/MaineHousing Collaborative Efforts

ii. Section 8 Update 

f. Children’s Services Update

i. Special Education Update
ii. Transition Update - SMACT

g. Coalition Website Update – www.maineparentcoalition.org 
h. Other updates 

i. Office of Advocacy Transition to DRC update – Ben Jones or Staci Converse 
V. 1:55pm – Other business, announcements, and Agenda for next Coalition meeting
Next meeting:  Monday, April 13, 2015, 12-2pm, 307 Cumberland Avenue, Portland.  Featured Speaker:  Lisa Sturtevant, Employment Coordinator, DHHS Office of Aging and Disability Services.  Topic:  Employment First. 
Unless otherwise decided:  All Coalition meetings are the second Monday of the month from 12-2pm at 307 Cumberland Avenue in Portland.
c/o Community Housing of Maine, 309 Cumberland Avenue, Suite 203

 Portland, Maine 04101 207-879-0347 cullen@chomhousing.org
www.maineparentcoalition.org   


