Let's Advocate for Preventive
Dental Care for Section 21 and 29 Individuals

Our country has the highest health care costs in the world and spent $2.6 trillion, or
$8400 per person, in 2010. This was 48% higher than the next big spender, which was
Switzerland.
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Nationwide, 42% of ER dental complaint visits were for untreated cavities and the
patient merely received prescriptions for antibiotics and pain medication. Healthcare
dollars spent in 2010 on treating preventable dental problems in the ER was $867
million to $2.1 billion, based on variable cost estimate for average dental ER visits.
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Dental complaints were one of the 20 most common diagnoses in Maine emergency
rooms, with nearly 12,000 visits made in 2006. ER use among MaineCare recipients
was very high compared to individuals who were privately insured.
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ER visits that were dental related at small hospital within the immediate community
totaled $234,000 in 2014. Average cost per visit was $780. Reimbursement rate was
only 58%. Hospital lost $97,000 due to dental visits.

Source: IT specialist at small Maine hospital.

Researchers in Massachusetts examined dental records of nearly 5,000 individuals with
intellectual disability: 32% had untreated cavities, 80% had gum disease, and 10% had
no teeth.
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